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J #ﬂ;?@zﬁi STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT ON
L} SIGNING 3. 1767

This bill which I have signed today substantially carries
out most of the recommendations made by me in a speech on
Al e o wduy
July 28, 1943 and'\in meseages to the Congress dated October 27, 1943
and November 23, 1943:

1. It gives service men and women the opportunity of

P2
e% their education or technical training after discharge, sv
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not only wlthout(:harge_ but with the right to recelve a2 monthly
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1living allowance while pureuing their studies.

2. It mekes provision for the guarantee by the Federal
it b peeaed
Government ofl\SO% of certaln loans made to veterans for the purchese

or construction of homes, farms and businese properties. 4
3. It provides for reasonable unemployment allowsnces payable

each week to those veterans who are unable to find a Job up to a

Maximum period of one year

B
45 —1% eetablishée/‘mnchinery for effective Job counseling

for veterans and for finding Jobs for returning soldlers and sailors.
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5. It sguthorizes the construction ofﬂvmﬂ‘ﬂ!ml addi-

tional hospital facilities.
6. It strengthens the authority of the Vetersns' Administration
4,,4,\@[%7 PRSP IPN
to enable 1t to discharge 1ts memy—aR——rsrded responsibilities with

promptness and efficiency.
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With the signing o£ this bill a well-rounded program of
especlal veterans' benefits 1s nearly completed. It giveeemphatic
notice to the men and women in our armed forces that the American
people do not intend to let them down.

By prior legislation, the Federal Government has already
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provided for the armed forces of this war: , mustering out pay;

A

generous hospitalization, medical care, end Yocatlonal rehablli-
tation and training; liberel pensions in case of death or disabilit}
in militery service; substantial war risk 1ife insurence, and
guaranty of premiums on commercial policies durlng service; pro-
tection of civil rights and suspeneion of enforcement of certain

civil 1iabilitiees during service; emergency maternal care for

wives of enlisted meny awA /L ’1»w7’7(,17~ww~j Sy h /{,/
Nillirnny lAa e
wt;@j bill therefore and the former legislation provide the
special benefits which are due to the members of our armed forces —
for they "heve been compelled to make greater economic sacrifice
-

end every other kind of sacrifice than the rest of ue, and are

entitled to definite action to help take care of thelr special

problems". y}\/—mvf @

There still remains one recommendation which I made on
November 23, 1943 which I trust that the Congress will soon adopt ==

the extension of soclal security credits under the federal old-age
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and survivors' insurance law to all service men and women for the
period of their service.
I trust that the Congress will aleo eoon provide similar
e
opportunities for post-war education and unemployment
to the members of the merchant marine, who have risked thelr lives
tiﬁe and again during thie war for the welfare of their country.
But epart from these special benefits which fulfill the
speclal needs of veterans, there is still much to be done.
As I stated in my message to the Congress. of ﬁovember 23, 1943,

"What our service men and women want, more’than
anything else, is the assursnce of satisfactory employ-
ment upon their return to civil 1ife. The first task
after the war is to provide employment for them and for
our demobilized workers . . . The gosl after the war
should be the maximum utilization of our humen and

materisl resources." 9VV4&A/4r f )

We must continye to cope with the sepious probleme of economic

reconversion and reedjdgtment that will face us after the war so

that private industry wilN be able t provide jJobs at that time
for the largest possible number. hie time we have begun to make
plans fer in advence of the de f peace. The Executive Branch of
the Government has teken and ie tak ng whatevér steps 1t can. The
Congress 1s now consider this subjedt and I hope that 1t will
soon enact appropriate/legislation to accduplish the objective,

That still repfains our major domestic st-war responsibility,
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